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INTRODUCTION





A comprehensive plan is an official document adopted by local government as a guide to making decisions about the future physical development of the city.  It indicates, in a general way, how residents feel about their community.  Until the passage of the Washington State Growth Management Act in 1990-1991, a unifying theme and coordinated process on managing growth and development did not exist.  In 1990, Pacific County opted in with those counties planning under the Act, and thus began a coordinated approach and process for dealing with growth.  All county incorporated cities, such as Ilwaco, were embodied into the growth management planning process and thus began to write new or updated  comprehensive plans consistent with the Growth Management Act. The act requires that cities address the following elements in their plans:


Land use


Housing


Transportation


Utilities


Capital Facilities


The following optional elements are also included in the City of Ilwaco Comprehensive Plan:


Port (addressing Port of Ilwaco issues)


Economic Development (incorporating the 1996 Economic Development Study)


This plan will serve as a guide to the Ilwaco Planning Commission in its advisory capacity and the City Council in its decision making role.  It will also be available to the public as a reference guide.  When amendments or amplifications to the plan are deemed necessary, it will be handled as specified in the Growth Management Act at the time of adoption.


The introductory section addresses the following:


Authorization


County-Wide Planning Policies


Consistency with the growth management goals


Planning Area


Urban Growth Area


General Goals


Authorization


The City Council, operating as a code city under RCW 35A.63, created the Planning Commission in accordance with Section 35A.63.020.  The Commission serves in an advisory capacity to  the council as provided by Ordinance No. 352.


Under Section 35A.63.060 it states in part: "Every code city, by ordinance, shall direct the planning agency to prepare a comprehensive plan anticipating and influencing the orderly and coordinated development of land and building uses of the code city and its environs".


The Washington Growth Management Act was passed by the State Legislature and signed by the Governor in 1990.  The law is codified in the Revised Code of Washington (RCW) under Title 36 (with some minor parts in Titles 19, 35, 35A, and 43).  The Legislature's basic reasoning for adopting the statute is explained in RCW 36.70A.010:


 “The legislature finds that uncoordinated and unplanned growth, together with a lack of common goals expressing the public's interest in the conservation and the wise use of our lands, pose a threat to the environment, sustainable development, and the health, safety and high quality of life enjoyed by residents of this state.  It is in the public interest that citizens, communities, local governments, and the private sector cooperate and coordinate with one another in comprehensive land use planning.  Further, the legislature finds that it is in the public interest that economic development programs be shared with communities experiencing insufficient economic growth.”


In 1990,  Pacific County “opted in” to the Growth Management Act of 1990-1991.  For those counties planning under the Act, counties and cities are required to prepare comprehensive plans consistent with the Act.


County-Wide Planning Policies


The county-wide planning policies provided guidance in the planning process and are consistent with the comprehensive plan.  The policies have been integrated into each element’s goals, objectives and policies.


Consistency with Growth Management Goals


The City has coordinated its plan with the adjacent jurisdictions and the Southwest Regional Transportation Planning Organization for consistency and compatibility.  Where appropriate, the City has given priority in addressing the thirteen goals of the Growth Management Act on Urban Growth, Reduce Sprawl, Transportation, Housing, Economic Development, Property Rights, Permits, Natural Resource Industries, Open Space and Recreation, Environment, Citizen Participation and Coordination, Public Facilities and Services, and Historic Preservation.


Urban Growth Boundary


The Growth Management Act requires that urban growth areas be designated to encourage development within areas where adequate public services and facilities exist or can be provided efficiently.  The urban growth area includes the incorporated land, and surrounding unincorporated area and transitional lands planned to accommodate future urban development.


The following criteria, established in the County-wide Planning policies document, were considered in determining the location of urban growth area boundaries:


The ability of the community to provide a full range of urban services such as fire, police and public utilities.


Population projections and anticipated growth within a ten and twenty year period.


Inclusion of all incorporated cities.


Criteria used for designating transitional lands specified in the Resource Lands and Critical Areas document.	


The twenty year Urban Growth Area includes the land within the incorporated city limits as well as unincorporated land west of the city limits, and east including areas to the north and east of the airport. This Urban Growth Area will accommodate the City’s forecasted growth for the 20 year planning period (see Land Use Element). 


General Comprehensive Plan Goals


To improve the appearance of the city.


To diversify the local economy to create jobs.


To upgrade and improve public facilities such as the sewer treatment plant, water system, and roads. 


To encourage the provision of housing for all economic segments of the community.	


To provide youth education and recreational facilities.


To encourage the preservation of historic structures in the City.


To improve the quality of life in the City.	


�
Exhibit 1.1:  Vicinity Map
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