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UTILITIES ELEMENT


The element consists of the general location, proposed location and the capacity of all existing and proposed utilities including but not limited to electrical lines, telecommunication lines, and natural gas lines, consistent with the Growth Management Act (RCW 36.70A.070(4)).


Urban Growth Area


The city recognizes that the provision of urban services is essential.  By designating an urban growth area, the City is ensuring planning for adequate urban utilities within this area.


Inventory and Analysis


The utility services provided by the City of Ilwaco are water and sewer.  The Public Utility District No. 2 provides electricity to the city; PTI provides telephone services; Falcon Cable provides cable television services under franchise, and solid waste collection is done by Peninsula Sanitation which also runs a recycling program. 


City Managed Utilities


City-managed utilities, including domestic water and sanitary sewer, are discussed in the Capital Facilities Element.


Non-City Managed Utilities


Power Supply


The Pacific County Public Utility District No. 2 (PUD), formed in 1936, serves all of Pacific County with the exception of the Grayland-North Cove-Tokeland area, which is served by the Grays Harbor County PUD on their own lines and on lines leased from the PUD No. 2, and an area in the east which is served by Lewis County PUD.


The PUD operates a 12.5 kv four wire multi-grounded distribution system, both overhead and underground.  The utility is a full requirements purchaser of electricity from the Bonneville Power Administration.


The Pacific County PUD owns and maintains seven substations throughout the county.  The substations and their capacities are:


Valley Substation			5/6.25 Mva


Henkle Street Substation		5/20.1 Mva*


Skidmore Substation			12/16/20 Mva*


Naselle Substation			5 Mva


Hagen Substation			10/12.5 Mva


Long Beach Substation		12/16/20 Mva*


Ocean Park Substation		15/20/25 Mva


*  BPA transformers, P.U.D. delivery @ 12.5 kv.


The proposed extensions and improvements in the unincorporated area of the county, and all four cities; and the future goals and objectives are the following:


The Public Utility District No. 2 of Pacific County has short and long range plans to maintain the existing system to allow for the maximum in reliability at the lowest possible cost.


New extensions will be installed for customers or developments as applications are finalized.  Existing facilities will be upgraded to meet the growth areas.


Another utility available in the City of Ilwaco is electricity.  The Public Utilities District (PUD) is located in the City of Ilwaco.  The area is prone to severe winter storms that bring high winds.  Due to the volatile nature of these storms, electric power is frequently interrupted during these times as a result of downed power lines.


Solid Waste 


The City has a contract with Peninsula Sanitation Service to operate a solid waste collection service in the City.  The waste is collected and transported to a transfer station in the City of Long Beach operated by Pacific Solid Waste Disposal Inc.


Telecommunications


The telecommunications services provided to the City of Ilwaco are cable television and telephone services.


PTI Communications provides telephone services to the City and surrounding areas.  There are three exchanges on the Long Beach Peninsula (Ocean Park, Long Beach, and the Chinook exchanges).  The Long Beach exchange, which includes the City of Long Beach, the City of Ilwaco, and the surrounding areas  has 3,475 hookups, with a growth rate of 4.4%.


Cable television service in the City is provided by Falcon Cable Company.  The existing channel capacity to the area is 22 channels.


General Goals


1.	To encourage providers of telecommunication services to improve their services to the planning area by improving the level of service, for example television reception quality should be improved, reliability and number of channels should be increased.


2.	To encourage the Peninsula Sanitation Company to make the rates more affordable by providing smaller garbage containers. 


General Policies


1.	The City should monitor communications franchises to ensure the provision of efficient services.


2.	The City should establish level of service standards for all utility services, including private utilities such as telecommunications services, to ensure efficient provision of services to the entire City.
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